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TsHORTENEO STAmORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S, FROM 
W MAILING DATE OF THIS OJMWNICATIW 

" earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status ^ , 

m R^por^^,etocofx^n^u:ica^or^{s)me6or^31Jm!M}^■ 

. . cKiAi 2hM This action is non-final. 

2a)D This action IS FINAL. , ^oi maHpr«i orosecution as to the merits is 

Disposition of Claims 

Claim(s) ^-^2 is/are pending in the application. 
'^4aral^ve.alm,s,M.MiOJiis,are...^ra«,ro.^^^^^^^ 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 12 Claim(s)±:3andi9 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8)0 ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

.0)nThedraw.g(s^^^^^ 

approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 , ,c q r s l19(aV(d) or (f). 

13) H Acknowledgment is made of a daim forforeign prionty under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a) (d) 

a)|2lAll b)D Some* 0)0 None of: 

1 n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

5)plication from the international Bureau (^^^^^^^ 
* see the attac'h'ed detailed Office action for a list of the -rt. '^^^^^^^ ^ 3pp,ieation). 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic pnorrty under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) ( 
' a) □ The t anslation of the foreign language provisional ^^cj«o"^^^^^^^^^^^^ ,21. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic pnonty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 

Attachment(s) 



Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) .^^^ ..g. 

2 □ Notice of Dransperson'sPaterit Drawing Review (PT0.948 
3) □ formation Disclosure Statement(s) (PT0.1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTOSIS) Paper No(s)^ 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) D Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

, The Examine, ac..ow,=ages ^ election of Cain, of Group ., eM» .-3 and 7-9, drawn 
. a «^din,ensio„al randon^y orien^d non-wove^ without traverse Paper No. 7. Oann. 4- 

6 and 10-12 are withdrawn from consideration. 

aaim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
..efollowingisaqnotationoftheap^opriateparagraphsofSSUSC. .02thatfonn^e 

ba^is for the rejections under this section made in this Office action. 
A posm shall be entitled 10 a paleM unless - 

wteni by another filed in the United Slates Xll have Ihe eltects for purposes of llus 

CLtoM application filed to ^ V^^^^^ 

3. Cl^tns 1 - 3 are rejected tmda 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fujimoto (JP 
09-078425). 

Fujin^to is directed to a fiber paddtng cushioning n«,terial (page 1, [0003]). Fuji.no.0 
.eachesanon-woven fabric. It should,, notedthatthedefnitionofanon-wovenfebric 

3ecordingtoC..p....x«.«byCeMoseAcetateisan.sen*,^^ 
.geUier by mechanical interlocking in a random web or ^ by S^ing of the fibers or by 
,„„ding with a resia Initially, the fibers n.y be oriented in one dire^on or ntay be .e^s^ « 
„ ran^on, r^. As ^ in Rawing I. tire non-woven fabric is tbt^-dimensional Fujin».o 
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«^.U..U,e„o„-wovenco„^.esasHea^.o.co„iusatefn«having.oph«^^^ 
po„e.aa.*.shea0..dpo.yeU.ylene,ereph^a..hecorehavingade„ieron-10anda 

.,eaa«ore«,niuga.ef*.ha™saae„ierof0.5-30(Ab»«act).T.e™Hi„S.«^^^ 
of the isophthalic acid copolyester (Abstract). 

4. ciain.7-9arerejectedunder35U.S.C.102(e)asbeir.ganticipatedbyK^^^ 
5,874,160). 

Keck ■sdirec.ed.oaspuabondedfibcwe.^bundWta.caU.r^^sion^ shape 

should be no«d *a. fiber bundle, are e,..ed .o Apphcan.- s "fiber ,uu,ps". 
Keo..eache,fi>ewebco,,,ri.e. fibers havi„sadian«.erb..wee„60™iaon, and 500 .^icro^ 

(co.un» 2, «nes35-40). I. shouldbeno^dtha., for exan,.e.awica. polyester fiber hasa 

^sr.yot..39^c™'and..herefore,^lyesrerfibers»«radia,«eterof500™icrons^^^ 

linear density of appro« 2500 deni«. Ke* teaches that the macrofibers can be 
^..ocon^onentor^lti^on^nentsuchassheath-corefiberscornprisingpoly^^^^^^ 

^eath andpolypropylene asthecorefcotan™ 2, Unes40 - 45). It should be noted. ha. 
polypropylene has a Halting ten^eratur. around 170 de^s Celsh. and polyethylene has a 
melting temperanire around 120 degrees Celsius. 
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Any inquiry concerning this comir^unication or earUer corrmiunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer A Boyd whose telephone number is 703-305-7082. lUe 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday (8:30am - 6:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on 703-308-2414. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding . assigned are 703-872-93 10 for regular 
communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 



Jennifer Boyd 



July 11,2003 



